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Ariadne, and we knew now that but for the low visibility, the
Stettin, Strasburg, Stralsmd, Kolberg and Danzig might well
have shared a similar fate. On the other hand, the three latter
were too late to take part in the action with our flotillas before
support came; further, the German battle cruisers, which had
been tide-bound in the Jade River, were unable to cross the
bar until noon, and they did not actually do so until z p.m.
Had they come out at the earliest possible moment, there is hardly
any limit to the " might have beens " on that misty morning.

While our rescue work was in progress a tireless signal was
received from Admiral Beatty, ordering a general retirement,
and direcdy the Liverpool had hoisted her boats, she withdrew
to the W.N.W. at high speed to rejoin her squadron, taking
with her 87 German prisoners,

I felt it was time to clear out too, and as quickly as possible,
for we were between Heligoland and Borkum, less than 20
miles from the latter, and the Lurcher* with a crew of 70 (at
least 20 of whom were required below to steam her at full
speed), had 224 Germans on board!

. When the unwounded came on board they were told to sit
down on the forecastle, but as the Main^ disappeared they all
jumped to their feet and gave three " Hochs " for the Kaiser;
I am sure this was a pre-ordained ritual. When they had
finished, they were sharply ordered to sit down again, and they
obeyed very promptly.

Directly the Lurcher and Firedrake had hoisted their boats,
which had been picking up Germans in the water over a large
area, I gave the order to withdraw at full speed, but the Engineer-
Officer of the Lurcher reported that the condenser inlets were
choked by scum, which came to the surface after the Main^
sank, and our speed could not exceed 25 knots, instead of the
33-34 which I always relied on to keep me out of trouble during
my excursions into enemy waters.

We were not able to maintain even 25 knots for long, as we
fell in with the destroyers Laurel and Liberty limping out of the
Bight sorely wounded, and they reported that they could not
steam^more than 16 knots.

The situation for the next few hours was not without its
anxieties, and the thought of falling in with an enemy was not
an attractive one, the limit of visibility being still well within